
The Parish Church of St. James, Briercliffe

Church Services This Week

Today, Sunday
9.00am. Holy Communion

10.15am. Holy Communion

Wednesday 23rd September
9.30am.   Holy Communion

Thursday 24th September
6.30pm.   Family Worship & Communion

Sunday 20th September 2020

15th Sunday after Trinity

Worship at Home



God, who in generous mercy sent the Holy Spirit upon your Church in the burning fire
of your love: grant that your people may be fervent in the fellowship of the gospel that,
always abiding in you, they may be found steadfast in faith and active in service; through
Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.   Amen.

Jonah 3: 10—end of 4

10When God saw what the people of Nineveh did, how they turned from their evil
ways, God changed his mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon
them; and he did not do it. 1But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became
angry. 2He prayed to the LORD and said, ‘O LORD! Is not this what I said while I was
still in my own country? That is why I fled to Tarshish at the beginning; for I knew that
you are a gracious God and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love,
and ready to relent from punishing. 3And now, O LORD, please take my life from me,
for it is better for me to die than to live.’ 4And the LORD said, ‘Is it right for you to be
angry?’ 5Then Jonah went out of the city and sat down east of the city, and made a
booth for himself there. He sat under it in the shade, waiting to see what would
become of the city.

6The LORD God appointed a bush, and made it come up over Jonah, to give shade over
his head, to save him from his discomfort; so Jonah was very happy about the bush. 7But
when dawn came up the next day, God appointed a worm that attacked the bush, so
that it withered. 8When the sun rose, God prepared a sultry east wind, and the sun
beat down on the head of Jonah so that he was faint and asked that he might die. He
said, ‘It is better for me to die than to live.’

9But God said to Jonah, ‘Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?’ And he said,
‘Yes, angry enough to die.’ 10Then the LORD said, ‘You are concerned about the bush,
for which you did not labour and which you did not grow; it came into being in a night
and perished in a night. 11And should I not be concerned about Nineveh, that great city,
in which there are more than a hundred and twenty thousand people who do not know
their right hand from their left, and also many animals?’

Matthew 20: 1-16

Jesus said to his disciples: 1‘The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out
early in the morning to hire labourers for his vineyard. 2After agreeing with the
labourers for the usual daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard. 3When he went out

The Gospel Reading

The Collect

A Reading



about nine o'clock, he saw others standing idle in the market-place; 4and he said to
them, “You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.” So they
went. 5When he went out again about noon and about three o'clock, he did the same.
6And about five o'clock he went out and found others standing around; and he said to
them, “Why are you standing here idle all day?” 7They said to him, “Because no one has
hired us.” He said to them, “You also go into the vineyard.” 8When evening came, the
owner of the vineyard said to his manager, “Call the labourers and give them their pay,
beginning with the last and then going to the first.” 9When those hired about five
o'clock came, each of them received the usual daily wage. 10Now when the first came,
they thought they would receive more; but each of them also received the usual daily
wage. 11And when they received it, they grumbled against the landowner, 12saying,
“These last worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have
borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.” 13But he replied to one of them,
“Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for the usual daily wage?
14Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give to
you. 15Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you
envious because I am generous?” 16So the last will be first, and the first will be last.’

In our Parish, we pray for:

Those who are ill at this time:
Barbara,  Christine,  Dave,  Diana,  Graham,  Jack,  Jeff,  Lindsay,  Mark,  Maureen,  Paul,
Samantha,  Sheila,  Baby Sierra
and all who have care of them.

For the recently departed:
Clifford Sutcliffe
and all those who mourn him.

And for all those who’s anniversary occurs at this time:
Iris Milne,  Trevor Snell,  Merle Stuttard

And in our cycle of prayer, we pray for the residents and businesses on:
Fell View,   Amersham Grove,   Chingford Bank,   Kingsbury Place,   Aylesbury Walk

The Rainbow Prayer
Father God, the rainbow you created is a sign of hope at this time of uncertainty. Like
its colours we pray that we, in all shades of difference, may come together as one family
of faith to love and support each other through these times of anxiety and distress. Stay
by our side and bring us safely to the beginning of each new day.  Amen.

Prayers of Intercession



,

Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ.
Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer

Joining with Christians throughout the world, we pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven . . . . . . . . Amen.

Almighty and eternal God, you have revealed yourself as Father, Son and Holy Spirit,
and live and reign in the perfect unity of love: hold us firm in this faith, that we may
know you in all your ways and evermore rejoice in your eternal glory, who are three
Persons yet one God, now and for ever.  Amen.

National Day of Prayer for Schools

September 24th 2020

Lord God, we ask you to pour your blessing on the schools of our nation.

 Give joy and curiosity to our children:
that they may discover their gifts, grow in knowledge and learn to live well.

Give wisdom and stamina to our teachers:
that they may delight to inspire young minds and find contentment in their work.

Give vision and good judgement to our headteachers, school leaders and governors:
that they may guide our schools well and keep them safe in challenging times.

Give courage and compassion to the people of our land:
Protect us from fear and help us to act with calmness and kindness.

Your Son Jesus Christ taught his disciples to follow in his Way.
Inspire us by his example and strengthen us by his presence,

for we make our prayer in his holy name.
Amen.

The Grace
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