
The Parish Church of St. James, Briercliffe

Sunday 25th October 2020

Bible Sunday

Worship at Home

Church Services This Week

Today, Sunday

9.00am.  Holy Communion

10.15am.  Holy Communion

Wednesday 28th October
9.30am.  Holy Communion

Thursday 29th October

6.30pm.  Family Worship & Communion

A Prayer for a New Vicar

Heavenly Father, we pray for the guidance of your Holy Spirit as we
prepare for the appointment of a new Vicar to serve this parish. We pray
for our Parish Representatives and all who will be involved and that a
candidate may come forward who will be a blessing to us and to this
community.  Amen.



The Gospel Reading

A Reading

Blessed Lord, who caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning: help us so
to hear them, to read, mark, learn and inwardly digest them that, through patience, and
the comfort of your holy word, we may embrace and for ever hold fast the hope of
everlasting life, which you have given us in our Saviour Jesus Christ, who is alive and
reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.   Amen.

Nehemiah 8: 1-4a, 8-12
1All the people gathered together into the square before the Water Gate. They told
the scribe Ezra to bring the book of the law of Moses, which the LORD had given to
Israel. 2Accordingly, the priest Ezra brought the law before the assembly, both men and
women and all who could hear with understanding. This was on the first day of the
seventh month. 3He read from it facing the square before the Water Gate from early
morning until midday, in the presence of the men and the women and those who could
understand; and the ears of all the people were attentive to the book of the law. 4The
scribe Ezra stood on a wooden platform that had been made for the purpose.

5And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people, for he was standing above all
the people; and when he opened it, all the people stood up. 6Then Ezra blessed the
LORD, the great God, and all the people answered, ‘Amen, Amen,’ lifting up their
hands. Then they bowed their heads and worshipped the LORD with their faces to the
ground.

8So they read from the book, from the law of God, with interpretation. They gave the
sense, so that the people understood the reading.

9And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites
who taught the people said to all the people, ‘This day is holy to the LORD your God;
do not mourn or weep.’ For all the people wept when they heard the words of the law.
10Then he said to them, ‘Go your way, eat the fat and drink sweet wine and send
portions of them to those for whom nothing is prepared, for this day is holy to our
LORD; and do not be grieved, for the joy of the LORD is your strength.’ 11So the
Levites stilled all the people, saying, ‘Be quiet, for this day is holy; do not be grieved.’
12And all the people went their way to eat and drink and to send portions and to make
great rejoicing, because they had understood the words that were declared to them.

Matthew 24: 30-35

Jesus said to his disciples: 30‘The sign of the Son of Man will appear in heaven, and then
all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see “the Son of Man coming on the
clouds of heaven” with power and great glory. 31And he will send out his angels with a

The Collect



loud trumpet call, and they will gather his elect from the four winds, from one end of
heaven to the other.

32‘From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts
forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. 33So also, when you see all these things,
you know that he is near, at the very gates. 34Truly I tell you, this generation will not
pass away until all these things have taken place. 35Heaven and earth will pass away, but
my words will not pass away.’

In our Parish, we pray for:

Those who are ill at this time:
Lindsay, Christine, Dave, Jack, Jeff, Mark, Diana, Maureen, Samantha, Sheila,
Baby Sierra, Barbara, Audrey, Asha,  Jean
and all who have care of them.

For all the recently departed and all those who mourn them.

And for all those who’s anniversary occurs at this time:
Harry Hartley,   Joel McDevitt,   Michael Taylor

And in our cycle of prayer, we pray for the residents and businesses on:
Shannon Square,   Sedberg Street,   Casterton Avenue,   Conway Grove,
Millbank Crescent

The Rainbow Prayer
Father God, the rainbow you created is a sign of hope at this time of uncertainty. Like
its colours we pray that we, in all shades of difference, may come together as one family
of faith to love and support each other through these times of anxiety and distress. Stay
by our side and bring us safely to the beginning of each new day. Amen.

Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ.
Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer

Joining with Christians throughout the world, we pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven . . . . . . . . Amen.

Almighty and eternal God, you have revealed yourself as Father, Son and Holy Spirit,
and live and reign in the perfect unity of love: hold us firm in this faith, that we may
know you in all your ways and evermore rejoice in your eternal glory, who are three
Persons yet one God, now and for ever.  Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

The Grace



The William Arthur Laycock Education Fund

THE TRUSTEES GIVE NOTICE that they will be prepared to make small grants for the
furtherance of full, or part-time, educational or instructional courses (of an academic,

technical, practical or recreational nature) to young persons under 25 years of age who
reside within the ecclesiastical parish of St James, Briercliffe, or who have, or have had,

close connections with this parish.

Applications for this must be made in writing to:
The Trustees Secretary,  60 Horning Crescent,  Burnley,  BB10 2NT

Applications must reach the secretary no later than Sunday 25th October 2020

The grounds of the application must be clearly stated (including age).
Grants will be made entirely at the discretion of the Trustees.

____________________________

Today, Sunday October 25th  -  Bible Sunday
Annual Parochial Church Meeting

after the 10.15am. service

Sunday November 1st -  All Saint’s & All Soul’s

Sunday November 8th  -  10.00am. (one service only)

________________________

Interim Vicar: Rev’d. Paul Payton
Email:  frpaulp@yahoo.com  -  Mobile 07866696891

For enquiries, please contact the Parish Administrator
Alec Oldham (Tel: 434877) or Email: briercliffestjamesad@gmail.com

Please visit our Church Website: www.briercliffestjames.co.uk

Notices

Diary Dates

Burnley Food Bank

Donations can be left at
The Spar Shop

146 Burnley Road, Harle Syke


