[image: image1.emf]   
It has been lovely to welcome all of our pupils back into St James’ Lanehead for the start of the new academic year. The efforts of the whole school family have been incredible. We have had to adapt to this extremely strange situation, and we have done it with rigour, a smile on our faces and with optimism.  I have personally been inspired by Captain Tom Moore throughout lockdown and his inspirational quote “tomorrow will be a good day”. I also would like to say a Huge Congratulations to Mrs Lindsay Sharples (mum of Zach and Zara) who has carried out a sponsored walk and a swim for charity, the staff have been inspired so much by her determination. 

As a school we are having to constantly adapt to the new ways in school and new guidance quickly. We have been so very pleased with how our school community have worked together. Some of the adaptations are actually much better for the pupils and staff so we have to take the positives from this experience. 
We are looking forward to utilising new technology in school to continue our worship in school and coming together ‘virtually’. We are also very excited to welcome a ‘Virtual Vicar Visit’… Father Paul will be beamed onto the classrooms via a video link where he will be introducing the topic of Harvest and Advent to the children. 
Though the school day looks quite different at the moment, our school improvement priorities for Reading, Mathematics and the curriculum remain a high profile in the school. We have also included a huge emphasis on PSHE, RE and spirituality and the wellbeing for staff and pupils, this is something that we are already brilliant at but we have made it a focus for this year.
We would like this opportunity to congratulate our Key Stage 2 Leader and Year 6 teacher, Mrs Moses, on her 30th year of teaching. Mrs Moses’ started her teaching career as Miss Stonehewer at Ightenhill Primary School in Burnley, she then moved to St Thomas’ Barrowford as the Deputy Headteacher, but her heart was with the children of Burnley, despite living in Bury.  She joined our team as a Senior Leader in September 2013. Mrs Moses’ main passion is Mathematics (as all the children know!) and she leads the school in this area. Mrs Moses’ other passion is craft work and she enjoys sewing and knitting, she has taught many of our pupils and staff how to knit in her ‘knit and natter club’. Mrs Moses is an asset to the St James’ Family, and we feel very lucky to have her here with us.
We also say a thank you and goodbye to Mrs Elaine Oldham who served the school for many years as a dinner lady and Mrs Marie Smith who served the school as a dinner lady and then a cleaner. We wish both ladies a lovely retirement. 

As always, I am proud to be the Head Teacher of such a wonderful school, with highly skilled and a dedicated staff team, where everyone works hard together and as one team with the goal to inspire each individual to grow and learn with Jesus at the heart of all we do. 
We continue to pray for the whole school community, we pray that we are all safe and well. Please think of the school in your prayers. 
Take care, 

God Bless, 

Mrs Dugdale.
Headteacher 
St. James’ Lanehead Church of England Primary School
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“All Special in God’s Eyes”


Our Church school seeks to inspire each individual to flourish, grow and learn with Jesus at the heart of all we do.
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Mission Statement

Our Church school seeks to inspire each individual to flourish, grow and learn with Jesus at the heart of all we do.

