
The Parish Church of St. James, Briercliffe

Sunday 24th January 2021

3rd Sunday of Epiphany

Worship at Home

Church Closure

Due to the unfolding circumstances around Covid-19, we
have taken the reluctant decision to close St. James’ Church

until further notice.

Andrea Bettany & Chris Holdsworth (Churchwardens)

Please check this website for updates



Almighty God, whose Son revealed in signs and miracles the wonder of your saving
presence: renew your people with your heavenly grace, and in all our weakness sustain
us by your mighty power; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and
reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen.

Genesis 14: 17-20

17After Abram’s return from the defeat of Chedorlaomer and the kings who were with
him, the king of Sodom went out to meet him at the Valley of Shaveh (that is, the King’s
Valley). 18And King Melchizedek of Salem brought out bread and wine; he was priest of
God Most High. 19He blessed him and said, ‘Blessed be Abram by God Most High, maker
of heaven and earth; 20and blessed be God Most High, who has delivered your enemies
into your hand!’ And Abram gave him one-tenth of everything.

John 2: 1-11

1On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was
there. 2Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. 3When the wine
gave out, the mother of Jesus said to him, ‘They have no wine.’ 4And Jesus said to her,
‘Woman, what concern is that to you and to me? My hour has not yet come.’ 5His
mother said to the servants, ‘Do whatever he tells you.’ 6Now standing there were six
stone water-jars for the Jewish rites of purification, each holding twenty or thirty
gallons. 7Jesus said to them, ‘Fill the jars with water.’ And they filled them up to the
brim. 8He said to them, ‘Now draw some out, and take it to the chief steward.’ So they
took it. 9When the steward tasted the water that had become wine, and did not know
where it came from (though the servants who had drawn the water knew), the steward
called the bridegroom and said to him, 10‘Everyone serves the good wine first, and then
the inferior wine after the guests have become drunk. But you have kept the good wine
until now.’ 11Jesus did this, the first of his signs, in Cana of Galilee, and revealed his glory;
and his disciples believed in him.

The Collect

A Reading

The Gospel Reading



In our Parish, we pray for:

Those who are ill at this time and all those who have the care of them:
Christine,  Dave,   Jeff,  Mark,  Diana,  Maureen,  Samantha,  Sheila,
Barbara,  Audrey,   Hilary

For all the recently departed, and all those who mourn them:
Mary Watson,  Barry Wright

And for all those whose anniversary occurs at this time, including:
Christine Brookfield,

And in our cycle of prayer, we pray for the residents and businesses on:
Church Street,  Hallam Street,  McLindon Court,  Townley Street,  Granville Street

The Rainbow Prayer

Father God, the rainbow you created is a sign of hope at this time of uncertainty. Like
its colours we pray that we, in all shades of difference, may come together as one family
of faith to love and support each other through these times of anxiety and distress. Stay
by our side and bring us safely to the beginning of each new day. Amen.

A Prayer for the Vacancy

Generous God, you care for your children by sending a shepherd to guide us along the
way of life and discipleship. As we prepare for the coming of our new Vicar, Revd. Sharon
Greensmith, support and strengthen by your Holy Spirit the ministry of our Church
Wardens, PCC and visiting clergy during this time of vacancy. Help us to look forward
with joyful hope to all that we will achieve together in building up your Kingdom in this
parish and may the light of your countenance ever shine upon us and bless us. In Jesus’
name.  Amen.

Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ.
Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer

Joining with Christians throughout the world, we pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven . . . . . . . . Amen.

Almighty and eternal God, you have revealed yourself as Father, Son and Holy Spirit, and
live and reign in the perfect unity of love: hold us firm in this faith, that we may know you
in all your ways and evermore rejoice in your eternal glory, who are three Persons yet
one God, now and for ever.  Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

The Grace



Notices

The January issue of Outlook, our monthly newsletter,
is available on this website.

For enquiries, please contact the Parish Administrator
Alec Oldham (Tel: 434877) or Email: briercliffestjamesad@gmail.com

 Churchwardens
Andrea Bettany (Mob: 07796616961)    Chris Holdsworth (Tel: 428623)

Burnley Food Bank

Donations can be left at The Spar Shop
146 Burnley Road, Harle Syke

Please visit our Church Website: www.briercliffestjames.co.uk
Where you will find lots of useful information along with our monthly

newsletters, a weekly Worship at Home leaflet, a resources page and various
links to other websites.


