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Paul Writes

Jesus had the habit of not hanging around too long in one place. As soon as people began to cling onto him, he ‘legged
it’ to another town or village to share the Good News with a different set of people. Jesus was the model ‘interim
vicar’ – passing through, bridging the gap, healing the hurts, building-up, releasing gifts, enabling, encouraging…and then
moving on.
That’s the job I was appointed to do here at St James’. I came for a year as your Interim Vicar in early 2019 and ended
up, thanks to Covid-19, staying for a further year! We might have appointed a new vicar last May, but Covid-19 put
paid to those plans. But now the Good News is that a vicar has been appointed and will be joining you soon.
This means that I can move on to do whatever God might have in store for me next. Although God appears to have
gone quiet at the moment and seems to be keeping his plans for me under wraps that will, thankfully, give me breathing
space to put my feet up for a while and prepare for my next adventure in the service of God’s Church.
I will be sad to say goodbye but will take with me some hugely fond memories – souvenirs – of the wonderful things
that we have achieved together. It’s been a challenge at times, but I have felt all along a willingness and spirit to
overcome past difficulties, to pull together and rebuild.
Despite the setbacks of the situation around Covid-19 the foundations are in place for continued renewal and growth.
With a new leader alongside you and with a return to something like normality once the Covid vaccine has been fully
rolled out I have every confidence that what the Lord has begun in this place will continue to flourish.
Thank you all for allowing me to journey for a time alongside you ; for your generosity, hospitality, care and
encouragement.

I wish all of you the very best for the future.

Blessings and Prayers.

Fr. Paul   (Interim Vicar, April 2019 - January 2021)

Andrea Bettany and Chris Holdsworth – Our new Church Wardens

This year, because of Covid-19 restrictions on numbers for public
gatherings, the Archdeacons delegated to local incumbents the
responsibility for admitting new Wardens. Chris and Andrea
were duly admitted as Churchwardens, by Father Paul, during the
10.15 am service on Sunday 13th December.  They affirmed their
commitment to the role and spoke briefly about their long-
standing connection with St. James’ and their sense of calling to
this important ‘servant ministry’ before making their solemn
declaration. The congregation committed themselves to
supporting Andrea and Chris, and spontaneous applause
accompanied them as they walked down the aisle to place their
‘wands’ of office near the baptismal font. Father Paul emphasized
that their main role as wardens was not about fulfilling particular
jobs and tasks but, rather, to be affirming and encouraging of
‘every member ministry’ within the whole congregation,
recognizing and drawing out the gifts, skills and talents of all as a
community of shared discipleship.

. Burnley Food Bank

Please continue to support the Food
Bank by donating at the Spar Shop;
the need will be even greater as the

St. James Lanehead C of E School

Go to our website and click on the link
to read the latest news from our church

school written by Mrs. Dugdale, Headteacher



Enquiries, please contact the Parish Administrator,  Alec Oldham  (Tel: 434877)  Email: briercliffestjamesad@gmail.com

Churchwardens,  Andrea Bettany  (Mobile: 07796616961)    Chris Holdsworth  (Tel: 428623)

Newsletter Editorial Team Co-ordinator,  Jeanette Holdsworth  (Tel: 428623)  Email: cj.holdsworth@hotmail.co.uk

Parish Pastoral Assistant,  Janet Hartley (Mobile: 07947217947)

A Tribute to Jack Stuttard :  21.03.1937 – 17.11.2020

The funeral of the popular and respected former headteacher of St. James’,
Lanehead CE Primary School was held in church on Thursday 3rd December.
As a mark of respect, members of the local community along with Year 6 pupils
lined the pavement outside the school and spontaneously applauded as the
funeral cortege proceeded on its way.  The school also honoured Jack’s memory
and many years of service as a teacher and headteacher (1959-1996) with a
wreath depicting the school emblem.  Jack had designed this image combining a
cross with the cockleshell and crook of St. James which is now used as a logo by
both church and school.

A dedicated family man, married to Merle for 51 years and survived by his 3
daughters and 5 granddaughters, his passion was history and architecture. He
wrote histories of both Briercliffe and St. James’ School.

Thursday Worship at 6.30pm.

More exciting services are planned for the month of January. Families are always very welcome.
Please see the church website and click on the link.

A Round-up of Christmas Services

Although - due to the ongoing uncertainties around Covid-19 restrictions - we made the decision not to offer our
usual range of Christmas services this year, our Community Carol Singing event on Tuesday 15th December around
the parish and an extended Christmas Eve Church Drop-In proved to be valuable, and much appreciated ‘alternatives’.
Beautifully decorated with displays, cribs, trees, candles, and ‘piped’ carols our church was a special place for old and
young alike to get in touch with ‘the reason for the season’ as we celebrated the birth of Jesus.

Thanks

Inevitably there are too many people to thank personally for their help, support and encouragement over 2020, but
it’s important that we acknowledge the particular contribution of the following who contributed to our Advent and
Christmas celebrations -
Margaret & Christine, our friends from West Bradford, for the Advent Calendar Tree and Christmas decorations.
Sheila & Christine for running the Christmas Craft Stall and for all who generously made, donated and purchased
items, raising much needed funds for our church.
Sheila for the beautiful Christmas flower displays and all who generously donated funds to purchase the flowers
Shane for the children’s crib ‘window’ and to Jonathan and Jeanette for arranging the crib displays and Debbie and
Barbara for the tree display.

And, finally, a HUGE thanks to EVERYBODY!

Despite concerns over financial stability, we committed ourselves as a church, through your ongoing generosity, to
support the following charitable causes during 2020:   Pendleside Hospice -  Emmaus - Burnley Food Bank - Safenet

Appointment of a New Vicar

Following the interviews on December 8th the outcome we had all been eagerly anticipating was finally announced on
Sunday December 20th in church. The Churchwardens and Parish Representatives received the following message from
The Rt Revd Philip North, Bishop of Burnley:

‘I am pleased to announce that the Rev’d Sharon Greensmith has been appointed as the next Vicar of this parish.
Sharon has completed a second curacy for the parish of Chesterton and Red Street in Stoke on Trent. Please do be
praying for Sharon and her husband as they prepare to move and as she prepares to take up post.  A date for her
induction will be arranged in due course’.

After Fr Paul’s final service on January 10th local clergy will be lending their support by covering services during the
short vacancy before the arrival of Rev’d Sharon.


